
The Blues Trio 

  Carl "Killa" Brown 

Drummer, "Killa" Brown began playing the drums at the age of 5 in his grandfather's church. By the age of 8, "Killa" was 

performing with his uncle Nehemiah Brown and the Dimension of Gospel, in churches and venues across the country. After a 

somewhat long hiatus, "Killa" would return to the music scene as a drummer for Unified Funk Theory as well as a stand in for 

numerous other bands.  Currently, Carl "Killa" Brown can be found playing for the Mount Zion First African Baptist Sanctuary 

Choir.Killa describes his playing style as "Straight pocket groove" which ranges from Funk, jazz and blues to gospel. His major 

influences are the late greats, Bill Kelley, "Skinny Brown" and Johnny Gilmore as well as Carter Buford. All being from 

Charlottesville, he noted that all of them had one thing in common, the ability to "keep it in the pocket. 

 Victor "Vic" Brown   
Bassist, "Vic" Brown was inspired to become a musician during his youth as a result of watching several musical family members, 

including brother, Clayton who inspired his love of music, and later as a student at Albemarle High School where he continued to 

develop his string pulling skills.  Brown's playing style leans in the direction of funk and gospel, expressed with internationally 

known artists and in various area bands through the years as well as at First Baptist Church West Main, where he is the bassist and 

lead musician of Instruments of Praise. Current major influences are Marcus Miller and Fred Hammond. We describe his talents 

with the simple phrase "Vic Brown and his fingers of renown". 

 Jamal Millner  

Jamal Millner is a guitar player from West Virginia, known best for his tenure with the 5x5, a blues band led by Corey 

HarrisJamal was given his first guitar at the age of 3 years old. As a 5 year old, he appeared playing banjo in a Yale University 

documentary entitled Banjo Man (now out of print) with musicians TajMahal and Afro-Appalachian banjo master Uncle John 

Homer. Jamal also spent a considerable amount of his childhood in Newark, New Jersey where he was heavily exposed to early 

Hip Hop culture—rhyming, breakdancing and graffiti—as well as jazz. Jamal studied blues guitar and vocals with West Virginia 

blues master Nat Reese throughout his childhood. Jamal made his professional debut performance at age 14 with keyboardist and 

trumpeter Deaton Jones. He was also a member of the Bluefield State Collegejazz ensemble under the direction of Don Caruth 

while still attending Bluefield High School.Millner received his degree from The University of Virginia in African-American 

Studies/Music in 1993. He studied with noted scholars and musicians Nat Reese, John Jackson, Howard Armstrong, Martin 

Williams (compiler of The Smithsonian Collection of Classic Jazz), Roland Wiggins (jazz theoretician), Walter Ross, Scott DeVeaux, 

Judith Shatin and John D'earth. As a member of the 5x5, he toured extensively throughout Europe, Canada, Africa, and Australia. 

He has been the one of the regular guitarists for the John D'earth ensemble since 1995, and is a founding member of the band 

Phatness.   
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